
YOVASO Resources to Support Your Club 
YOVASO offers many exciting resources in support of your youth traffic safety programs  

Fun & Easy Campaigns: YOVASO will provide your school with safety campaigns and free support materials, including:  

1. Fall Buckle Up, Slow Down Challenge. Kick off the school year with this fun and exciting contest where students 
promote seat belt use and encourage young drivers to slow down and obey speed limits. Goal: To encourage students 
to make seat belt use a habit for life and promote safe driving habits, such as obeying speed limits. 

2. Halloween Safety Campaign. A fun campaign to encourage young drivers to celebrate responsibly and drive safely 
during Halloween festivities. Focus is on driving distraction free and being on the alert for trick-or-treaters in 
neighborhoods. Middle school focus is on encouraging youth to celebrate responsibly and to be safe while riding, 
walking, or biking on Halloween night. Clubs can give trick-or-treat safety programs for elementary/preschool students. 

3. Holiday Safety Campaign. A fun campaign to encourage young drivers to celebrate responsibly and drive safely over 
the holiday break from Christmas to New Years. Focus is on buckling up, driving safely, and celebrating without drugs 
and alcohol. Safe driving floats and banners for local holiday parades is a fun way to promote the message!  

4. Arrive Alive. Spring/Summer Safe Driving Challenge. This fun and exciting contest focuses on the risky behaviors of 
teen drivers, especially distracted driving, and the high risk spring/summer driving season. Programs for prom, 
graduation, beach week, and summer break are included. The middle school component focuses on seat belts, 
passenger safety, bike safety, and preparing youth to be safer drivers of the future.  

Vince & Larry Costumes and Ghost Out Shirts:                                                 
 The colorful Crash Dummy characters livin’ up any safety event and may be borrowed from YOVASO at no cost.  

 Ghost Out T-Shirts along with the Grim Reaper costume are also available on loan for Ghost Out Days.  

DUI Goggles & Concussion Goggles:  
The DUI goggles may be borrowed for activities to demonstrate how vision, balance, and driving are affected by alcohol. 
The concussion goggles demonstrate brain injuries that can occur when occupants are not wearing a seat belt. 

Field Stencils:  
YOVASO has loaner sets of field stencils with messages to buckle up now and text later. They are ideal to spray the 
messaging on athletic fields during home sporting events, are on an area near the school or parking lot. 

ScanEd Physics of a Crash: 
This interactive safety program uses iPads and QR code technology to engage students in learning about how to reduce 
their risks in a vehicle. During the two-part program, a wrecked vehicle is set up on site and QR codes are affixed to the 
vehicle and various contents in the vehicle. Students use iPads to scan the QR codes and access educational videos 
about driver and passenger safety. A presentation on the “Physics of a Crash” is given by state troopers. 

Distracted and Impaired Driving Simulators: 
These golf cart simulators provide students a real world experience on the dangers of distracted and impaired driving. 
Through this program, students navigate through a cones course wearing Fatal Vision goggles to simulate impaired 
driving or navigate the course while texting, talking on the phone, engaging with passengers, etc. to simulate distracted 
driving. State Troopers ride with students and talk with them about risky driving behaviors and how to reduce risk. 

YOVASO Training and Leadership Retreats:  
These fun-filled events help prepare students to work as youth traffic safety advocates in your school and community.   
YOVASO Leadership Development Training provides an introduction to YOVASO and an overview of club development, 
leadership, teen traffic safety issues, and action planning for programs and campaigns.  
YOVASO Summer Leadership Retreat offers advanced leadership and traffic safety training. The four-day retreat at 
James Madison University enables students to network with other students and action plan for the upcoming year.  

Awards and Recognition:  
    YOVASO hosts an annual awards banquet to recognize and showcase outstanding school efforts. YOVASO staff also 

nominates exemplary clubs for recognition through the Governor’s Transportation Safety Awards.  

Support Staff / Resources: Staff and Regional Trainers are always available to help with all your club needs.      



Opportunities for Student Leadership at the State Level 

 

YOVASO Youth Advisory Council (YAC) 

Our Youth Advisory Council (YAC) is made up of 
extraordinary student leaders who are dedicated 

to leading the change for young drivers and 
passenger safety. 

  

 

 

YAC Leads the Way… 

YOVASO’s Youth Advisory Council is a dynamic group of students who want to take a leadership role at 
the state level in working to prevent crashes, injuries, and fatalities among youth and young drivers. These 
students are leaders within their high school traffic safety clubs and are empowered by YOVASO to make 
a more wide-spread impact throughout the Commonwealth. As youth advisors, the members play a vital 
role in the mission of YOVASO and helping shape the growth and direction of the statewide program.  The 
students work as a team to develop ideas for traffic safety campaigns, plan the Summer Leadership 
Retreat, produce marketing videos and materials, and serve as the face and voice of YOVASO. Members 
are selected from schools across the state and serve for one year. Members may reapply yearly. These 
students are leaders with strong ideas, the ability to solve problems, and to think strategically about how 
to address this critical issue. YAC and its exemplary student leaders are key to keeping YOVASO youth-
oriented and youth-led.  

YAC Responsibilities… 
 The YAC team meets monthly — either in-person, or via virtual meeting to discuss and work on 

assignments. 

 YAC members have the opportunity to participate in state and national highway safety conferences 
and other events that promote YOVASO at the local, state, and national level. 

 YAC members help develop ideas, materials, and incentive items for campaigns, programs, retreats, 
and social media messaging. 

 YAC members serve as youth leaders for the Summer Leadership Retreat and attend a spring training 
to prepare for the retreat. 

 YAC members serve as positive role models in their schools and communities and uphold the values of 
YOVASO. 

 YAC members actively participate in their school’s traffic safety club and help lead YOVASO campaigns 
and activities in their schools and communities. 

 
How to Apply for YAC… 
Students interested in applying for YAC must complete an application.  The application is three-part, including 
personal information, one letter of recommendation, and completion of an essay questions about their 
leadership experiences.  Interested students apply the spring and summer prior to the school year in which 
they wish to serve.  For more information about YAC, contact Callie Clary at callie.clary@vsp.virginia.gov.  

mailto:callie.clary@vsp.virginia.gov


Opportunities for Student Leadership at the State Level 

 

REGIONAL TRAINERS 

YOVASO Regional Trainers are college students and young professionals                                       

who were former leaders of their traffic safety clubs in high school. They work for YOVASO             

part time and help plan the Summer Leadership Retreat, teach student leadership training sessions, 

and serve as mentors to member clubs. 

 

 

Purpose 

YOVASO Regional Trainers provide student leadership within 
YOVASO and reinforce the peer-to-peer mission of the 
program. By working part time, Regional Trainers enable 
YOVASO to provide hands-on assistance and trainings to 
schools statewide and help keep YOVASO innovative, fun, 
and youth friendly. The Regional Trainers fill an important 
role in serving as mentors for high and middle school youth 
leaders in schools across the Commonwealth.  These 
unique positions provide an opportunity for active club 
members to continue their traffic safety advocacy work after    
high school while also earning spending money during college. 
 

Description of Job Responsibilities 

 Helps plan, organize, and works the middle school and summer leadership retreats. 

 Works directly with member schools to provide guidance, expertise, and support for the school’s traffic 
safety clubs and programs. 

 Serves as statewide advocates and mentors for safe teen driving and traffic safety. Represents YOVASO 
and its mission at local, state, and national events and conferences. 

 Provides ongoing support to YOVASO staff with office tasks, safety campaigns, membership services, 
presentations and other tasks. 

How to Apply for a Regional Trainer Position 

Students who are active members of their schools traffic safety club may apply to be a Regional Trainer during 
their senior year of high school if they plan to continue their education at a Virginia college or university after 
graduation.  Students interested in applying for a position should talk with their club advisor for a referral and 
assistance with setting up an informational meeting with YOVASO staff.  The informational meeting will 
provide all the details to help students decide whether the position is right for them.  Students hired as 
Regional Trainers earn an hourly wage for hours worked and are employees of the Virginia State Police which 
administers the YOVASO program.  Hours are flexible and are adjustable to college schedules and demands. 

If you are interested in earning spending money during college while working to prevent motor vehicle crashes 
among youth, email mary.king@vsp.virginia.gov for information and details. 

mailto:mary.king@vsp.virginia.gov


YOVASO Traffic Safety Awards and 
School Recognition 

It is important to bring recognition to our member clubs and schools for 
helping save young lives on Virginia’s highways. 

YOVASO’s annual Awards Program is held each year during the Summer Leadership Retreat to 
recognize exemplary youth traffic safety programs and to challenge our member high schools and 

youth groups to strive for excellence in their peer-to-peer clubs. The awards are designed to recognize 
all levels of involvement, from new clubs just starting their traffic safety programs to veteran clubs 

working towards earning ribbons for Outstanding Club Recognition.     

Award Categories:  

Programming Awards   (Recognizes innovation and creativity, effectiveness in reaching and engaging the student body, and student 

leadership in developing and implementing the program.) 
Î Occupant Protection Award  

In recognition of a member club’s outstanding programs and activities to encourage safety belt use among youth and 
teens.  Award may recognize one exceptional program or a body of work.  

Î Impaired Driving Prevention Award  

In recognition of a member club’s outstanding programs and activities to encourage Zero Tolerance and to prevent 
impaired driving among teens. Award may recognize one exceptional program or a body of work. 

Î Distracted Driving Prevention Award  

In recognition of a member club’s outstanding programs to prevent distracted driving among young drivers. Award may 
recognize one exceptional program or a body of work. 

Î Speed Prevention Award 

In recognition of a member club’s outstanding programs to prevent speeding and encourage young drivers to obey posted 
speed limits. Award may recognize one exceptional program or a body of work. 

Club/Chapter Awards 

Î Speaking Out and Saving Lives Award 

In recognition of a member club’s spirit and commitment for engaging students throughout the school year in a variety of 
creative programs and activities that encourage safe and responsible driving and traffic safety. Award recognizes efforts 
that span the school year, including participation in all annual YOVASO traffic safety campaigns.   

Î New YOVASO Club of the Year   

In recognition of a new member club for its work to encourage safe teen driving and traffic safety during its first year. 
Award recognizes efforts to recruit diverse membership, establish club goals and best practices, complete member 
training, and begin participation in YOVASO campaigns and safety programs. 

Î YOVASO Club of the Year    

In recognition of a member club for establishing and setting the standard for best practices in peer-led youth traffic safety 
programs. Award recognizes excellence in student leadership and club development, community outreach, engagement of 
the student body, effectiveness of programming, and participation in YOVASO campaigns and retreats. 



Î Outstanding Club Recognition 

In recognition of member clubs that have previously received the Club of the Year Award and continue to maintain the 
same high level of performance and best practices for peer-to-peer traffic safety programs. Clubs that are recognized for 
continued excellence will receive an Outstanding Club plaque during the first year of achieving this status. For each 
subsequent year of achieving this honor, clubs will receive a ribbon to be attached to the original plaque. 

Student Leadership Awards 

Î Student Volunteer of the Year    

In recognition of a student for outstanding service to his/her YOVASO club through volunteer hours to plan, implement, 
and work on youth traffic safety programs in the school and community. Schools may wish to record volunteer hours on 
service projects to use in nominating students.  

Î Rock Star Award 

In recognition of a student who demonstrates enthusiasm and excitement in his/her school and community for promoting 
safe teen driving and passenger safety. This student is a champion for the cause and a vocal role model within the school 
and community. 

Î Youth Leadership Award 

In recognition of a YOVASO Youth Advisory Council (YAC) student who demonstrates exemplary leadership skills and a 
commitment to working on safe teen driving and youth traffic safety programs at the local and state level. The student 
leads and takes an active role with his/her school club, with YAC, and with the Summer Leadership Retreat. 

Club Sponsor/Advisor Awards 

Î New YOVASO Sponsor of the Year (Teacher Advisor) 

In recognition of a teacher’s outstanding support and guidance to the school’s traffic safety club during the teacher’s first 
year as advisor for the club.  

Î YOVASO Sponsor of the Year (Teacher Advisor) 

In recognition of a teacher’s ongoing support and guidance to the school’s traffic safety club and commitment to striving 
for excellence in club growth and development.  

Law Enforcement / School Resource Officer Awards 

Î New School Resource Officer of the Year  

In recognition of an SRO’s outstanding support and guidance to the school’s traffic safety club during his/her first year as 
an SRO at the school or first year advising the YOVASO Club 

Î School Resource Officer of the Year  

In recognition of an SRO’s ongoing support and guidance to the school’s traffic safety club and commitment to striving for 
excellence in club growth and development. 

Î Law Enforcement Officer of the Year  

In recognition of a law enforcement officer’s exemplary efforts and programs to encourage traffic safety among youth in 
the community, region, and/ or state.  May also recognize a law enforcement officer (other than an SRO) for exemplary 
support of YOVASO programs and/or a peer-to-peer traffic safety club. 

Other Awards 

Î School Administrator of the Year 

In recognition of a school administrator (principal, vice principal, superintendent, etc.) for outstanding support of and 
guidance to the school’s peer-to-peer traffic safety club.  



Î Steven D. Goodwin Lifetime Achievement Award 

In recognition of an individual who has demonstrated a lifelong commitment to youth traffic safety and the prevention of 
crashes, injuries, and fatalities among young drivers and passengers.  

Î YOVASO Shining Star Award 

In recognition of an individual and/or families impacted by a crash who demonstrate courage in speaking out in order to 
help save young lives. 

 
 
Nominations for Awards 
 
Instructions: 

1. Please fill out the attached nomination form 

2. Provide a description and list of reasons why you nominated this individual, club, or organization, 
including: 

Ã A summary of all the programs and projects your nominee worked on to promote safe teen 
driving during the current school year.  

Ã Any special notes and comments on why this individual, club, or organization deserves 
recognition. 

Ã Refer to the award category explanation for tips on qualities judges are looking for.  

3. Completed nomination forms and attachments are due by ________________________. 

4. Must be nominated for initiatives during the current school year 

5. Multiple nominations may be submitted 

6. Make additional copies of the form as needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
              YOVASO Annual Awards Nomination Form 

 
 

Award Category (see categories above): 

 

Person(s) or School Club (s) Nominated: 
 

Provide details on why you think this person or club is deserving of the award category in which they are being 
nominated. Provide a summary of all the programs and projects your nominee worked on to promote safe teen 
driving and traffic safety and any special comments and details to support the nomination. Refer to award 
categories for assistance with listing qualities/traits the judges will be looking for. 
(Use additional paper, if needed) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Street/Mailing Address of Nominee: 

 

City:      State:   Zip Code: 

 

Your Name: 

Organization You Represent: 

Street/ Mailing Address: 

 

City:      State:   Zip Code: 

Telephone Number:    Email Address: 

 


